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1 . The applicant is hereby notified that the international search report and the written opinion of the International Searching 

Authority have been established and are transmitted herewith. 
Filing of amendments and statement under Article 19: 

The applicant is entitled, if he so wishes, to amend the claims of the international application (see Rule 46): 

When? The time limit for filing such amendments is normally two months from the date of transmittal of the 

international seaich report. 
Where? Directly to the International Bureau of WIPO, 34 chemin des Colombettes 

121 1 Geneva 20, Switzerland. Facsimile No.: +41 22 740 14 35 
For more detailed instructions, see the notes on the accompanying sheet. 

2 D Trie applicant is hereby notified that no international search report will be established and that the declaration under 
Article 17(2Xa) to that effect and the written opinion of the Intemational Searching Authority are transmitted herewith. 

3. Q With regard to the protest against payment of (an) additional fee(s) under Rule 40.2, the applicant is notified that: 

| | the protest together with the decision thereon has been transmitted to the International Bureau together with the 

applicant's request to forward the texts of both the protest and the decision thereon to the designated Offices. 
| | no decision has been made yet on the protest; the applicant will be notified as soon as a decision is made. 

4. Reminders 

Shortly after the expiration of 18 months from the priority date, the international application will be published by the 
International Bureau. If the applicant wishes to avoid or postpone publication, a notice of withdrawal of the international 
application, or of the priority claim, must reach the Intemational Bureau as provided in Rules 90bis.] and 90te.3» lespectively, 
before the completion of the technical preparations for international publication. 

The applicant may submit comments on an informal basis on the written opinion of the International Searching Authority to the 
International Bureau. The Intemational Bureau will send a copy of such comments to all designated Offices unless an 
intemational preliminary examination report has been or is to be established. These comments would also be made available to 
the public but not before the expirauon of 30 months from the priority date. 

Within 19 months from the priority date, but only in respect of some designated Offices, a demand for intemational preliminary 
examination must be tiled if the applicant wishes to postpone the entry into the national phase until 30 months from the priority 
date (in some Offices even later); otherwise, the applicant must, within 20 months from the priority date, perform the prescribed 
acts for entry into the national phase before those designated Offices. 

In respect of other designated Offices, the time limit of 30 months (or later) will apply even if no demand is tiled within 19 

See the Annex to Form PCT/lB/301 and, for details about the applicable time limits. Office by Office, see the PCT Applicant's 
Guide, Volume 11, National Chapters and the WIPO Internet site. 
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Applicant's or agent's file reference 
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FOR FURTHER see Form PCT/IS A/220 

ACTION as we " **• where applicable, item 5 below. 


International application No. 
PCT/US05/27258 


International filing date (day/month/year) 
01 August 2005 (01.08.2005) 


(Earliest) Priority Date (day/month/year) 
24 September 2004 (24.09.2004) 


Applicant 

MICROSOFT CORPORATION 



This international search report has been prepared by this International Searching Authority and is transmitted to 
according to Article 18. A copy is being transmitted to the International Bureau. 


the applicant 


This international search report consists of a total of - <„ _, sheets. 

|5<sl It is also accompanied by a copy of each prior art document cited in this report. 




1 . Basis of the report 

a. With regard to the language, the international search was carried out on the basis of: 
[^1 the international application in the language in which it was filed 

| | a translation of the international application into » whlch ,! * 

of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (Rules 12.3(a) and 23. 1(b)) 
b Q with regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, 


the language 
ee Box No. 1. 


2. Q Certain claims were found unsearchable (see Box No. 11) 




3, |~] Unity of invention is lacking (see Box No. Ill) 




4. With regard to the title. 

|^| the text is approved as submitted by the applicant 

Q the text has been established by this Authority to read as follows: 




5. With regard to the abstract, 

I | the text is approved as submitted by the applicant 

{52 the text has been established, according to Rule 38.2(b), by this Authority as it appears in Box No. IV 
may, within one month from the date of mailing of this international search report, submit comments t 


The applicant 
this Authority 


6. With regard to the drawings, 

a the figure of the drawings to be published with the abstract is Figure No. 10 
|XI as suggested by the applicant 

{ | as selected by this Authority, because the applicant failed to suggest a figure 
j | as selected by this Authority, because this figure better characterizes the invention 
b. | I none of the figures is to be published with the abstract 





Form PCT/1SA>210 (first sheet) (April 2005) 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



International application No. 
PCT/US05/27258 



Box No. IV Text or the abstract (Continuation of item S of the first sheet) 

The following is a quotation of PCT Rule 8.1: 
(a) The abstract shall consist of the following: 

(i) a summary of the disclosure as contained in the description, the claims, and any drawings; the summary shaft indicate 
field to which the invention pertains and shall be drafted in a way which allows the clear understanding of the technical problem, the gist 
of the solution of that problem through the invention, and the principal use or uses of the invention; 

(ii) where applicable, the chemical formula which, among all the formulae contained in the international application, best characterizes 
he invention. 

(b) The abstract shall be as concise as the disclosure permits (preferably 50 to 1 50 words if it is in English or when translated into 
English). 

<c) The abstract shall not contain statements on the alleged merits or value of the claimed invention or on its speculative application, 
(d) Each main technical feature mentioned in the abstract and illustrated by a drawing in the international application shall be followed 
by a reference sign, placed between parentheses. 

new abstract of the disclosure has been established by this authority as follows because the abstract submitted by applicant(s) fails 
to comply with Rule 8.1 (d). 



NEW ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

A file system shell is provided. One aspect of the shell provides virtual folders (651-655) which expose regular Hies and folders to 
users in different views based on their metadata instead of the actual physical underlying file system structure on the disk. Users are 
able to work with the virtual folders through direct manipulation, and filters (620-626) are provided for narrowing down sets of items. 
Quick links (610-613) allow users to generate useful views of the sets of Items. Libraries (640. 641) are provided which consist of large 
groups of usable types of items (644. 645) that can be associated together, along with functions and tools related to the items (630- 
633) A viitual address bar is provided which comprises a plurality of segments, each segment corresponding to a filter for selecting 
content A shell browser is provided with which users can readily identify an item based on the metadata associated with that Hem. 



Form PCT/ISA/210 (continuation of first sheet (3)) (April 2005) 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



International application No. 
PCT/US05/27258 



A. CLASSIFICATION OF SUBJECT MATTER 
IPC(8): G06F 17/00: US CL. 707/100 

According to International Patent Classification (IPC) or to both national classification and IPC 

B. FIELDS SEARCHED 

Minimum documentation searched (classification system followed by classification symbols) 
707/1.100:715/853,854 



Documenlati 


m searched other than minimum documentation to the extent that such documents are included in the fields searched 


Electronic data base consulted during the international search (name of data base and, where practicable, search te 
USPTO Patent Full- Text and Full-Page Image Databases; PatentCafe ICO patent database collections 


ms used) 


C. DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 


Category* 


Citation of document, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages 


Relevant to claim No. 


X.P 
A.P 


US 2004/0230599 A1 (MOORE et al.) 18 November 2004 (18.11.2004): entire document. 
US 2004/0193621 A1 (MOORE et al.) 30 September 2004 (30.09.2004); entire document. 


1-7. 13-17, 22-26 and 28- 
31 

1-31 



US 6061695 A (SUVKA et al.) 09 May 2000 (09.05.2000); entire document. 

US 2004/0230917 A1 (BALES et al.) 18 November 2004 (18.11.2004): entire document. 



| [ Further documents are listed in the continuation of Box C. Q See patent family ar 



Special categories of cite 
document defining the gc 
lo be of particular rcleva 



I stole of the art which is not considered 



later document published alter the international filing date or priority 
dale and not in conflict with the application but cited to understand 
le principle or theory underlying the 



nt but published on or after the international "X" docun 



, ,.v ...evanoe; the claimed ii 

ocumcnl is taken alone 



"Y" document of particular relevant 



nent published prior to the irUemati* 



al disclosure, use. exhibition or other 
ilfUing date but later than 



eulai relevance; the claimed mvcnuon cannot 
/olvc an inventive step when the document 



re other such documents, such combination 

being obvious to a person skilled in the art 
' document member of the same patent family 



Date of the actual completion of the international search 
01 December 2005 (01.12.2005) 



Name and mailing address of the ISA/US 
Mail Stop PCT, Attn: ISA/US, Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450. Alexandria. Virginia 22313-1450 

Facsimile No. 571-273-3201 

Form PC17ISA/210 (second sheet) (April 2005) 



Date of mailing of the international search report 

24 2M 



Authorized office 



Blaine R. Copenheaver Jr a^tU-O 
Telephone No. 571-272-7774 
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WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 



(PCT Rule 43&/5.1) 



Applicant's or agent's file reference 
312812.02 WO 



FOR FURTHER ACTION 

See paragraph 2 below 



International application No. 
PCT/US05/27258 



International filing date (day/monih/year) 

01 August 2005 (01 .08.2005) 



Priority date (day/month/year) 

24 September 2004 (24.09.2004) 



International Patent Classification (IPC) or both national classification and IPC 
IPC(8): G06F 17/00 ; US CL: 707/100 



Applicant M|CROSOFT CORPORATION 



1 . This opinion contains indications relating to the following items: 
Basis of the opinion 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 



HQ 
□ 


Box No. I 
Box No. 11 


□ 


Box No. HI 


□ 


Box No. IV 




Box No. V 


□ 


Box No. VI 


□ 


Box No. VII 


□ 


Box No. VIII 



Reasoned statement under Rule 43A/.S. 1 (aXi) with regard to novelty, 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



n the international application 



step or industrial applicability; 



2. FURTHER ACTION 

If a demand for international preliminary examination is made, this opinion will be considered to be a written opinion of the 
International Preliminary Examining Authority ("IPEA") except that this does not apply where the applicant chases an Authority 
other than this one to be the IPEA and the chosen IPEA has notified the International Bureau under Rule 66.1*is(b) that written 
opinions of this International Searching Authority will not be so considered. 

If this opinion is, as provided above, considered to be a written opinion of the IPEA the applicant is invited to submit to the IPEA 
a written reply together, where appropriate, with amendments, before the expiration of 3 months from the date ot mailing of Form 
PCr/lS A/220 or before the expiration of 22 months from the priority date, whichever expires later. 
For further options, see Form PCT.'ISA/220. 

3. For further details, see notes to Form PCT/1SA/220. 



Name and mailing address of the ISA/US 

Mail Stop PCT, Attn: iSA/US 

Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1<t50. Alexandria. Virginia 22313-1450 

Facsimile No. 571-273-3201 



Date of completion of this opinion 

02 December 2005 (02.12.2005) 



Authorized officer: 

BtaineRCop^er^^^ 
Telephone No. "571-272-7774 



Form PCT/lSA/237 (cover sheet) (April 2005) 



WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 


International application No. 
PCT/US05/27258 


Box No. 1 Basis of this opinion 


1. With regard to the language, this opinion has been established on the basis of: 




IXI the international application in the language in which it was filed 




1 1 a translation of the international application into 


, which is the language of a 


translation furnished for the purposes of international search (Rules 12.3(a) and 23.1(b)). 


2. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application and necessary to the 
claimed invention, this opinion has been established on the basis of: 


a. type of material 




| 1 a sequence listing 




I | table(s) related to the sequence listing 




b. format of material 
1 1 on paper 




| | in electronic form 




c. time of filing/furnishing 




1 1 contained in the international application as filed 




\ I filed together with the international application in electronic form 





| I furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search 



3. rn In addition, in the case that more than one version or copy of a sequence listing and/or table(s) relating thereto has been 
filed or furnished, the required statements that the information in the subsequent or additional copies is identical to that 
in the application as filed or does not go beyond the application as filed, as appropriate, were furnished. 



4. Additional comments: 



Form PCT/ISA/237 (Box No. I) (April 20OS) 



International application No. 
PCT/US05/27258 

Box No. V Reasoned statement under Rule 43bis. 1 (a)(i) with regard to novejty, inventive step or industrial applicability, 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



Statement 
Novelty (N) 



Inventive step (IS) Claims 
Claims 



Industrial applicability (IA) 



Citations and explanations: 



n*.i m « 1 -41 m«B» thR criteria sat out in PCT Article 33{2V-(3), because the prior art does not teach or fairly suggest a shell browser 
^^^^!^^^^b^^<^M a virtual address bar. preview pane (claims 1-13). Nor does th 
lu , JZt t suggesUhe da.med second and third panes of claims 14-22 or the user interface usfcg a .is. view shder. autoHs. bu 
and dynamic horizontal scrolling based on user vertical scrolling as claimed in claims 23-31. 



Claims 1-31 have industrial applicability as defined in PCT Article 33(4) because the subject matter can be made or used by industry. 



Form PCT/ISA/237 (Box No. V) (April 2005) 



NOTES TO FORM PCT/IS A/220 



These Notes are intended 10 give the basic instructions concerning rhc filing of amendments under Article 1 9. The 
Notes arc bas?d on the requirements of the Patent Cooperation Treaty, the Regulations and the Administrative 
Instructions under that Trcatv In case of discrepancy between it\c<? .Notes and those requirements, the latter are 
applicable. For more detailed information, see also the PCT Applicant s Cmde. a publication of WIPO. 

In these Notes. "Article." "Rule' - and Section refer to the provision* of the PCT. the PCT Regulations and the PCT 
Administrative Instructions, respectively 



fNSTR UCTTONS CONCERNING AMENDMENTS UNDER ARTICLE 19 



The applicant has. after having received the international search report, one opportunity to amend the claims of the 
international application It should however be emphasized that, since all pans of the international application (claims, 
dcscnpt.on and drawings) may be amended during the international preliminary examination procedure, there is usually 
no need to file amendments of the claims under Article 19 except where, r g the applicant wants the latter to be published 
lor the purposes of provisional protection or has anoihei reason for amcr.oing the claims before international publication. 
Furthermore. .1 should be emphasized that provisional protection is axi able in some Slates only 



What parts ol'the international application may he amended ? 

Under Article 19. only the claims may be amended 

During the international phase the claims may also be arnenco<! tor further amended) under Article 34 before 
the International Preliminary Examining Authority The o.-scoption and drawings may only be amended 
under Article 34 before the International Preliminary Examining Authority 

Upon entry into the national phase, all pans of the intcmatin: A application may be amended under Article 28 
or. where applicable. Article 41. 



When ? Wit un 2 months from the date of transmittal of the international search report or 16 months from the priority 
date, whichever time limn expires later. It should be noted, however, that the amendments will be considered 
as having been received on time if they arc received by the International Bureau after the expiration or the 
applicable time limit but before the completion of ihe technics/ preparations for international publication 
(Rule 46 I). 



Where not to file the amendments ? 

The amendments may only be Tiled with the International Bureau and not with the receiving Office or the 
International Searching Auihorit- .Rule 46 2) 

Where a demand for international preliminary examination h2i beerVis filed, see below 



tliiw -ilher by cancelling on- or more entire claim- -Mme one •■• more new claims or by amending the text of 

one ->r more of the claims as filed 

•\ replacement sheet must be submitted for e3ch sheci of the .lairm which, on account of an amendment or 
intendments, differs from the sheei originally filed 

All the claims appearing on a repiacemeni shec; must be numbered in Arabic numerals. Where a claim is 
cati-.-elled. no renumbering of the other claims is required. In ill cases where claims arc renumbered, they must 
be renumbered consecutively (Administrative Instructions. Section 205(b)!. 

The amendments must be made in the language in which the international application is to be published. 



What documents must/may accompany the amendments ? 
Letter (Section 205(b)): 

The amendments must be submitted with a letter 

The letter will not be published with the international application and the amended claims. It should not be 
coc'tised with the "Statement under Article 19/!!" (sec belce* under "Statement under Article 19(1)"). 
The letter must be in English or French, at Ihe choice ui iho applicant. However, if (he language of the 
international application is English, the letter must be in English; if the language of the international 
application is French, the letter must be in Crenel). 



s •» Form PCT/ISA.-220 (first sheet) duly IWH. reprint April 200?! 



NOTES TO FORM PCT/ISA/220 icontinued) 

rb,ms as filed and the claims as amended. It must, in 
The ,e,.er mu* i^ca-e the f '"-""each da.m appe" fthe , nl en,a„ona. app.icat.on <i. being «-^«ood 
•S^J^'SrSS^f^--' cla-^mav be ^ouped,. whether 



particular, muji.au-- ^« 

Thai .demical indications concerning 

(i) the claim is unchanged, 
lii, the claim is cancelled. 
(,„] the claim is neu.-. 

-,i as riled 



the claim replac 



,'vj iecU.m.s'theresul.oflhed.vis,onof a claima S r.led. rrM , nanvinE 
rM0||Mi ;_ plesfcWt ,,^er in ^ 

r^WHere on^V-e were aScla.ms arid ^^^^^^ 
"Claims I to 2V>. Jl. ii. J«t- J ->- -> 40 , 0 <| added." 

rlaims 30 35 ^nd 36 unchanged. ne«. claims 49 10 . aoocu 

- Whe^e onL^ly there were ,5 c.a.ms and after amendment of... c.a.ms .here are I .,. 

- Id— • i > f «P*«- by amend* datms - to ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ m 
! (Where originally there were l« >-iairn. . 

adding ne* claims,: 3 can « Ucl i, new claims 1 S. 16 ajid 17 added, or 

•Claims I 10 6 and '« ^ han « ed \ 'mo V I A and r added: all other cla.ms unchanged 
'Claims 7 to I ? cancelled, new claims 1 3. 1 
i [Where vanoui. kinds of amendments are rnadcj: , ,4 15 and | 6 replaced *ry amended 

!.aa,mS 4 .-.0 -cha^ new Cairns 20 and 2 1 added. 

s»s,Tt «•< -* - x :, : : i., K .„ h „^ . *« .*™~ - 

1, „, no, «- any «w~«»8 ™J» "™ tlata. =»»'.'«=' ""n" 1 "~" 

EES" "• a """ d fam ' PCT " rew ■* ,,, 

,. eeard tn translation of th* international application for entry into the national phase 



For further detaiis 
Volume I!. 



